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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0 1911

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, my apologies for
not being able to be present for today’s re-
corded votes. My flight from ALB to DCA was
cancelled due to a winter storm, and | could
make no other flight that would have gotten
me to Washington in time. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea on rollcall
No. 86, and “yea” on rollcall No. 87.

——
HONORING ISRAEL BONDS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
am so honored that the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is here to
listen to this important 1 minute, as he
always does.

Israel Bonds recently hosted its an-
nual award ceremony at the Fontaine-
bleau Hotel located in Miami Beach, in
my congressional district.

For over 30 years, Mr. Speaker, Israel
Bonds has honored members of the
Jewish community from all over the
country who have made an incredible
impact on the U.S.-Israel relationship
and who have helped make Israel’s
economy one of the world’s strongest.

I have had the privilege of working
with Israel Bonds over the years and
the many individuals who helped make
its mission such a success.

One of those individuals, who I know
is a friend of the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), Alex Halberstein,
was honored with the Israel69 Award
for his commitment to strengthening
the economy of the democratic Jewish
State of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, Alex is the chairman of
Israel Bonds for south Florida. Alex
and his wife, Monique, are deserving of
such a high honor. I congratulate them
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both for such a tremendous achieve-
ment.

———
O 1915
DRAINING THE SWAMP

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump said he was going to drain the
swamp.

Really?

His actions speak louder than words.
Check the facts. Wall Street’s gold dig-
gers are in charge of the swamp al-
ready.

The President’s senior strategist,
Steve Bannon, spent half a decade
working at Goldman Sachs. Trump’s
National Economic Council Director,
Gary Cohn, spent 25 years more there.
He rose to be Goldman Sachs’ presi-
dent. Trump’s Senior Counsel for Eco-
nomic Initiatives, Dina Powell, was a
partner since 2010 at Goldman Sachs.

Steve Mnuchin, up for a vote tonight
for Treasury Secretary, spent 17 years
at Goldman. Dubbed the ‘‘Foreclosure
King,” Mnuchin was the fast-buck art-
ist who maneuvered OneWest out of
IndyMac’s collapse with shady tactics
that kicked hundreds of thousands of
families out of their homes in Ohio and
beyond. Mnuchin is the ultimate
swamp dweller. His father worked at
Goldman, his brother still works there,
and they all return for alumni engage-
ments.

Come now. While millions of Ameri-
cans lost their homes, with millions
more underwater today, Goldman in-
creased its profits. It is obvious, Wall
Street’s trolls have squiggled their way
through the White House transom even
before the First Lady has remodeled
the living quarters.

When Wall Street rigs our economy
again, does anyone seriously expect
President Trump to drain the swamp?

He is fast in it with them.

————

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, February is Career and
Technical Education Month.

As co-chairman of the Career and
Technical Education Caucus, and as a
senior member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce, I have
long been aware of the importance of
CTE programs that provide learners of
all ages with career-ready skills.

From agriculture to the arts, from
marketing to manufacturing, CTE pro-
grams work to develop America’s most
valuable resource—its people.

CTE is taught in a range of settings,
from high schools and area technical
centers, to technical and 2-year com-
munity colleges. In total, 12.5 million
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high school and college students are
enrolled in CTE programs across the
Nation.

Last Congress, I was proud to intro-
duce the Strengthening Career and
Technical Education for the 21st Cen-
tury Act. This bill, which passed the
House by a vote of 405-5, aimed to close
the skills gap by modernizing the Fed-
eral investment in CTE programs and
connecting educators with industry
stakeholders.

I look forward to reintroducing simi-
lar legislation this Congress and I re-
main committed to working with the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN), my CTE Caucus co-chair
and good friend, to improve our Na-
tion’s career and technical education
system.

———

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I am
so pleased to join the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), my
friend and co-chair of the Career and
Technical Education Caucus, to recog-
nize February as Career and Technical
Education Month.

In Rhode Island and across the coun-
try right now, employers are strug-
gling to find workers with the skills
that they need to fill jobs in STEM, in
manufacturing, in IT, and so many
other skilled trades. Hundreds of thou-
sands of high-skilled, high-paying jobs
are open right now, going unfilled, and
this number is growing.

To close the skills gap, we must bet-
ter align education and industry to
make sure that what we are teaching
in classrooms is better meeting the
needs of real-world companies right
now. We must increase work-based
learning and build education pathways
to help students become career and col-
lege-ready.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support investment in CTE in the 115th
Congress, including by reauthorizing
the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act to adapt our work-
force to the 21st century economy.

Mr. Speaker, this act passed with
strong, bipartisan support in the last
Congress, and I hope we can quickly
bring it up again to pass it with strong
bipartisan support in this Congress as
well.

I thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON) for his leader-
ship.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF NICK
LITTLEFIELD

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening with a heavy heart to
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honor the memory of Nick Littlefield,
a dear friend and dedicated public serv-
ant who passed away last week.

Few in our country could match
Nick’s career. From the stages of
Broadway to classrooms at Harvard
Law School, to courtrooms in New
York City, and eventually to the Halls
of this Capitol as an aide to my late
uncle, Senator Ted Kennedy, Nick did
it all.

Always guided by the simple prin-
ciple that our laws should help protect
our citizens, his fingerprints can be
found on landmark legislation such as
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Family Medical Leave Act,
and the 1996 minimum wage increase.

Every day that he arrived at his Sen-
ate office, he brought a contagious en-
thusiasm for his work and extraor-
dinary empathy for the people he
served. Even while battling the mul-
tiple system atrophy that ultimately
cost him his life, he considered himself
“not entirely unlucky’ to have this
disease because it allowed him to
“truly sympathize’ with those who had
disabilities.

Nothing was ever more important to
him than his family. In this difficult
time, my thoughts and prayers are
with Nick’s incredible wife, Jenny, as
well as his stepchildren Frank, Tom,
and Kate.

————

NATIONAL HEALTH AND
WELLNESS COACH RECOGNITION
WEEK

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am glad
to join my colleague, Congressman
MARKWAYNE MULLIN today in intro-
ducing a resolution designating the
week of February 13 as National Health
and Wellness Coach Recognition Week.

Lifestyle-related chronic diseases are
causing a health crisis in this country.
Chronic diseases are the leading cause
of preventable deaths and disabilities,
and they cost the U.S. economy more
than $1 trillion per year.

This crisis is so severe that the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
has deemed chronic disease to be ‘‘the
public health challenge of the 21st cen-
tury.”

We can reduce lifestyle-related
chronic disease and end this crisis, but
that means improving and sustaining
health-related behaviors. That is where
the health coaches come in. They step
in to fill the gap between healthcare
provider recommendations and sustain-
able lifestyle changes. By helping to
improve individual health and
wellness, health coaches get to the root
of this Nation’s health crisis.

I want to give my deepest thanks to
the health and wellness coaches who
are making the people of this Nation
healthier. We should all support them
in their efforts.
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HONORING THE RICHMOND FREE
PRESS

(Mr. MCEACHIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Richmond Free
Press, an independent, Black-owned
weekly newspaper that recently cele-
brated its 26th anniversary.

The newspaper was founded by Ray-
mond H. Boone, a former Howard Uni-
versity associate professor and reporter
who tirelessly served as editor and pub-
lisher until his death in June of 2014.

The Richmond Free Press serves as a
voice for all people and, since its incep-
tion, has altered the media landscape
of Richmond, the former Capital of the
Confederacy. The paper has positively
impacted the community through its
news stories and its editorials.

Through the leadership of Mrs. Jean
Patterson Boone, advertising director
and wife of the late founder, Raymond
Boone, this is an award-winning publi-
cation. Not only has the Richmond
Free Press been a source of informa-
tion for 25 years, but it has been a pil-
lar in our community.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that
this recognition come during Black
History Month, for the Richmond Free
Press does not only chronicle history,
it has made history for the last 25
years.

————
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of Black His-
tory Month. It is especially meaningful
to me this year as I am so proud to
have the honor to represent the great
people of Florida’s Fifth Congressional
District.

Now, more than ever, it is incumbent
upon all of us to work to ensure we are
protecting our beacons of democracy
within our government institutions,
from maintaining a vigilant and re-
sponsive Department of Justice, to a
robust Department of Health and
Human Services, to ensuring that our
Department of Education is advancing
public education and protecting our
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities.

One African-American who left a
lasting legacy in education in Florida
is John G. Riley, who was born a slave
in 1857 and who died as a millionaire in
1954. Riley was a schoolteacher in
Wakulla County, near Tallahassee, and
later became the principal of Lincoln
Academy in Tallahassee, Florida, serv-
ing the community as an educator for
49 years.

Riley was also the first African-
American in Tallahassee to own prop-
erty at the turn of the century. Today,
we can all visit the John G. Riley Mu-
seum for African American History and
Culture to learn more about his con-
tributions to the fabric of African-
American history.
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